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No to the “Millennium” 


September 15 - International Day of Action 
against the World Trade Organization 


Today, tens of thousands of activists around the 
world are acting in opposition to the expansion of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). Top 
negotiators from WTO's 135 member countries are 
meeting in Seattle, Washington on November 29 
to December 3 to set the WTO's future agenda.* 
Some of the most eager proponents of the WTO 
are calling for an ambitious new "Millennium 
Round" of negotiations including issues like a 
global free logging agreement and an MAI 
(Multilateral Agreement on Investment) in the 
WTO. Also on the agenda is a further de- 
regulation of agriculture and services (including 
health services and education). 


Activists from all around the world will gather in 
Seattle for teach-ins, street festivities, debates, 
cultural activities, protests and more! Check out 
http://www.seattlewto.net/ for more information 
on accommodation/schedule of events/other 
arrangements. People for Fair Trade offers a toll 
free line giving a list of upcoming events: 1-877- 
STOP-WTO (786-7986). A discussion list is 
available at 

http: //members.aol.com/mwmorrill/pga.htm 

A Citizen’s Guide to the WTO is available through 
http: //www.tradewatch.org or at 
http://www. cid. harvard.edu/cidtrade . 

A detailed critique of the Multilateral Agreement 
on Investment can be found at 
http: //mai.flora.org/homepage.htm . 

















In France, there will be two important meetings in 
Paris against the Millennium Round. 


The first one on September 16th (3 rue du 
Chateau d’Eau [Métro République] Room Grande- 
Croizat, 7:00 p.m.) is a call to all ATTAC members 
in the Paris area (approximately 3,500) and will be 
an information and strategy-planning meeting for 
actions to be taken in the Paris area. Speakers 
will be members of ATTAC and other organizations 
such as the Coordination Contrary to the Clones of 
MAI (CCCM), Confédération paysanne, and among 
others and will be joined by militant members of 
other organizations to discuss joint initiatives. 


The meeting on September 23rd (29 boulevard du 
Temple 75003 [Métro République] 7:00 p.m.) is 
organized by CCCM in collaboration with ATTAC. 
The agenda is to state positions and is expected to 
draw an immense crowd. This newsletter will 
follow up on their outcome. 


*The conference will open a new round of 
negotiations over extending the WTO's powers 
into new areas of world trade. Some 700 
organisations from 73 countries are about to 
launch a campaign to fight the extension. In a 
joint declaration, they say the WTO has worked 
"to prise open markets for the benefit of 
transnational corporations at the expense of 
national economies, workers, farmers and other 
people.” 


Globalization and Indigenous People 
After a long struggle to secure recognition of their 


rights, the Inuit of Canada have succeeded in 
creating autonomy in the form of the latest 
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territorial government known as Nunavut. French 
President Jacques Chirac’ visiting Nunavut 
recently, remarked, "The birth of Nunavut marks 
an historic milestone for the aboriginal peoples, 
and beyond them, for all those fighting for their 
identity in an age of globalization." 


While the President of France was speaking these 
words of inspiration, representatives of native 
peoples from around the globe gathered Monday 
(September 6) at the United Nations to mark the 
International Day of the World's Indigenous 
People, but there was no celebration -- just a 
sobering assessment of the struggles ahead. 


In 1985, leaders of more than 300 million 
indigenous peoples in over 70 countries started 
campaigning for a U.N. Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People recognizing their right to 
self-determination and land, but indigenous 
leaders say their campaign for these two key 
demands has run into strong opposition from the 
United States, Canada, Australia and New 
Zealand. "Indigenous people have been basically 
ignored in many cases, are some of the poorest of 
the poor, and are also some of the most excluded 
in the development process," said Alfredo Sfeir- 
Younis, World Bank representative at the United 
Nations. "They are facing serious discrimination in 
terms of human rights, property, and also culture 
and citizenship," he told a news conference. 


A draft Declaration, adopted in 1994 and currently 
being considered by a working group of the 
Geneva-based U.N. Commission on Human Rights, 
would protect religious practices and ceremonies 
of indigenous peoples, their languages and oral 
traditions. It would also give indigenous peoples - 
- including native Americans and Canadians, 
Australian Aborigines, New Zealand Maoris, and 
South American Quechua and Mapuche -- the 
right to self-determination and the right to own, 
develop, control and use their traditional lands, 
waters and _ other resources. "For many 
governments, it's very important to allow 
prospecting for gold and for oil anywhere, and 
they're clashing with people for whom the land 
where they want to prospect is sacred," said Bacre 
Waly Ndiaye, director of the New York office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights. 


Despite objections from the four nations, 
indigenous leaders are hopeful that they will get 
the U.N. to adopt the Declaration by 2004, the 
end of the International Decade of the World's 
Indigenous People. 


Strike in Pakistan against the | MF 


Over a thousand trade unions and social welfare 
organizations rallied in Sindh Province, Pakistan 
on August 20 to protest the levying of a 15% 
general sales tax (GST) by the present Nawaz 
Sharif government, and to demand _ the 
cancellation of Third World debt. Organized by 
the Labour Party Pakistan (LPP), it was the first 
demonstration of its kind in the province. The GST 
was imposed in Pakistan by the present 
conservative government on the instructions of 
the IMF and World Bank in order for $200 million 
to be released as the latest installment of the IMF 
to the Pakistani government. During the last 
three months, the price of gas, electricity, 
telephones and water has been increased by 10 to 
30 per cent to enhance the revenues of the 
government, a recipe given by the IMF. There 
have been no matching pay raises for the workers. 


According to the LPP leaders, the main aim of the 
IMF and World Bank is to benefit the international 
monopolies making them "the new kings re- 
colonising the Third World and the present 
capitalist government making labour the main 
losers.” A general strike was held on September 
4. Call for the strike came from the Association of 
Small Traders in Pakistan (ASTP). All the main 
shopping centers were closed despite the 
government’s new ordinance declaring the strike 
to be terrorist activity carrying a maximum prison 
term of seven years. Several members of the 
ASTP in Lahore, the second largest city of Pakistan 
and home of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, were 
arrested during the strike and incarcerated. The 
Association is now calling for a three-day strike 
(September 14-16). 


13/09 (AFP) The Pakistani authorities Monday 
freed some 250 opposition workers and leaders 
who were detained in a weekend police crackdown 
on an anti-government rally in Karachi, officials 
said. The release came as the opposition's strike 
in southern Sindh province entered its second day 
with a partial response in this port city, sources 
said. A senior police officer said that 37 women 
activists were also freed after the government 
withdrew the detention orders amid widespread 
criticism. 


A total of about 250 detainees from ex-premier 
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party (PPP) and 
the Muttahida Qaumi Movement were released 
from the city's six police stations, he said. They 
included PPP provincial president Nisar Khuhro, 
senators Raza Rabbani, and Qaim Ali Shah as well 
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as MQM lawmakers, Farooq Sattar, Aftab Shaikh 
and Nasreen Jalil. 


The leaders and workers were arrested on 
Saturday to frustrate the opposition's planned 
show of strength in the country's commercial hub 
and the provincial capital. The opposition, 
criticising Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's domestic 
and foreign policies has launched a campaign to 
press for new elections. Police had sealed the 
venue of the public meeting, lobbed tear gas 
shells, charged crowds with batons and whisked 
away all frontline leaders in waiting vans to thwart 
the rally, witnesses and opposition sources said. 
About a dozen people including some journalists 
were reported injured in the clash. 


African group proposals 


(Groups and individuals wishing to add their 
names to this list are requested to let Third World 
Network know by emailing to twnet@po.jaring.my 
or faxing to 60-4-2264505.) 





JOINT NGO STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
AFRICAN GROUP PROPOSALS ON REVIEWING THE 
WTO TRIPS AGREEMENT (ARTICLE 27.3b) 


We the undersigned social movements, citizen 
groups and non-governmental organisations would 
like to express our warm support for the position 
taken by the Africa Group of countries in the 
World Trade Organisation on the review of the 
TRIPS Agreement, Article 27.3(b), relating to 
patenting of life forms and plant varieties. 


According to the paper submitted by Kenya on 
behalf of the Africa Group to the WTO General 
Council (WT/GC/W/302, dated 6 August 1999) as 
part of the preparations for the WTO Seattle 
Ministerial Conference: 


"The review process (of this Article) should clarify 
that plants and animals as well as microorganisms 
and all other living organisms and their parts 
cannot be patented, and that natural processes 
that produce plants, animals and other living 
organism should also not be patentable." 


The paper also puts forward the view that by 
stipulating compulsory patenting of micro- 
organisms (which are natural living things) and 
microbiological processes (which are natural 
processes), Article 27.3b of TRIPS contravenes the 
basic tenets of patent laws: that substances and 
processes that exist in nature are a discovery and 
not an invention and thus are not patentable. 


It adds: "Moreover by giving Members the option 
whether or not to exclude patentability of plants 
and animals, Article 27.3b allows for life forms to 
be patented." 


It calls for the review process to clarify why Article 
27.36 does not provide Members with the option 
of excluding microorganisms and microbiological 
processes from patentability. The paper says an 
artificial distinction was made between what can 
be excluded from patents (plants and animals; 
biological processes) and what must be patented 
(microorganisms and microbiological processes). 


The above points made by the Africa Group are 
very significant and crucial, and correspond to the 
concerns raised by many citizen groups, farmers' 
organisations, environmental groups and 
development groups around the world. These 
groups have been campaigning against the 
patenting of life forms and biological materials 
because such patents would allow the private 
monopolisation of life and of biological resources, 
and would cause serious adverse effects on 
development, food security, the livelihoods of 
millions of farmers, on the environment. Such 
patents are also facing objections from the public 
on ethical, religious and moral grounds. 


We congratulate the Africa Group for their 
principled and well thought out position on this 
issue, and we urge other Member states of the 
WTO to endorse their position on the review of 
this part of TRIPS Article 27.3b. 


The Africa Group paper also gives a clear direction 
to the review of another part of Article 27.3b, 
which specifies that Members shall provide for the 
protection of plant varieties either through patents 
or an effective sui generis system. 


The paper says that the review must clarify that 
developing countries can opt for a national sui 
generis law’ that protects innovations of 
indigenous and local farming communities 
(consistent with the Biodiversity Convention and 
the FAO's International Undertaking); that allows 
the continuation of traditional farming practices 
including the right to save and exchange seeds 
and sell their harvests; and that prevents anti- 
competitive rights or practices that thratens food 
sovereignty of people in developing countries. 


It adds that the review should harmonise Article 
27.36 with the provisions of the CBD and the 
FAO's International Undertaking, in which the 
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conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity, the protection of rights and knowledge 
of indigenous and local communities, and the 
promotion of farmers’ rights are fully taken into 
account. 


These points made by the Africa Group are very 
important in recognising the rights of people in 
developing countries (as well as in developed 
countries) to protect the traditional knowledge and 
biological resources of indigenous, farming and 
local communities. 


These points in fact also correspond to the 
demands of civil society and farmers’ groups 
around the world, that patenting of plant varieties 
should not be allowed, and that a proper system 
of protection of knowledge on the use of biological 
resources should indeed protect the knowledge of 
local communities and should prevent the 
appropriation of such knowledge by private 
corporations (an act, known as biopiracy, that is 
now prevalent as more and more multinational 
companies are being granted patents on plants 
and other biological resources as well as for their 
traditionally-known uses and functions). 


We believe that WTO Member states must have 
the option of a national system of plant varieties 
protection that protects the rights of indigenous, 
farming and _ local communities and_ their 
knowledge. The review process must clarify this 
so there is no mistake in interpretation on what 
constitutes an effective sui generis system. WTO 
Members must be allowed to introduce systems of 
their choice, including those that adhere to the 
principles of recognising the rights of these 
communities, in order to ensure food security, 
livelihoods and the development of sustainable 
agriculture. 


We believe that the position of the Africa Group 
has contributed immensely to clarifying these 
demands, and we thus congratulate the Africa 
Group Members in the WTO for their stand on this 
matter. 


We therefore: 


(1) Endorse the positions taken by the Africa 
Group on both aspects of the review of Article 
27.3b of TRIPS, i.e. the patenting of life, and the 
sui generis systems for plant varieties protection. 


(2) Call on all other Members States of the WTO to 
support the positions of the Africa Group on the 
review of Article 27.3b. 


(3) Call on the WTO Members to formulate a 
Section in the Ministerial Declaration of the 
forthcoming WTO Ministerial Conference in 
Seattle, that the positions of the Africa Group will 
be adopted in the review of Article 27.3b and that 
appropriate revisions will be made to the TRIPS 
Agreement to reflect this. 


(4) Call on the WTO Members to amend the TRIPS 
Agreement as soon as possible to remove its 
present ambiguities and objectionable provisions 
and terms that now oblige Members to change 
their national laws to enable patenting of life 
forms and to romote biopiracy or the private 
appropriation of traditional knowledge and 
community resources. This should be a priority 
objective for theWTO's’ Seattle Ministerial 
Conference. 


Organisations supporting or endorsing the 
statement: 

Third World Network - TEBTEBBA Foundation Inc, 
Philippines - UBINIG (Policy Research for 
Development Alternative), Bangladesh - Instituto 
Latinamericano De Servicios Legales Alternativos 
(ILSA), Colombia - Africa Trade Network, Ghana - 
Public Interest Research Group, India - Deccan 
Development Society, India - Kalyanamitra, 
Indonesia - International NGO Forum_ on 
Indonesian Development (INFID), Indonesia - 
KONPHALINDO, Indonesia - EcoNews Africa, 
Kenya - Korean House for International Solidarity 
(KHIS), Korea - Policy and Information Centre for 
International Solidarity (PICIS), Korea - Korean 
Women Workers Association United (KWWAU), 
Korea - Seoul Women Workers Association, Korea 
- Hyundai Association of Trade Unions, Korea - 
Consumers Association of Penang, Malaysia - 
Women's Development Collective, Malaysia - 
Wayang, Thailand - The Network, Pakistan - 
Association for Rational use of Medication in 
Pakistan - BEDARI, Pakistan - GABRIELA, 
Philippines - Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(BAYAN), Philippines - Asia Pacific Forum Women, 
Law and Development (APWLD), Philippines - 
IBON Foundation Inc. Philippines - The Philippine 
Greens, Philippines - Legal Rights and Natural 
Resources Center, Philippines - Development 
Alternatives with Women of the New Era (DAWN)- 
South East Asia - Forum-Asia, Thailand - Assembly 
of the Poor, Thailand - Project for Ecological 
Recovery (PER), Thailand - Asian Indigenous 
Women's Network - Institute for Sustainable 
Development, Ethiopia - ATTAC France 
(Association pour une Taxation des Transactions 
financiéres pour |’Aide aux Citoyens) 
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Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 
information, please see: <http://attac.org/fra/cale> 





e Wednesday: AR - BUENOS AIRES / CH- LAUSANNE / FR - DIJON; PARIS (9 & 10); CAEN; 
MARSEILLE; REIMS 


e Thursday: CH - FRIBOURG / FR - PARIS; MIGENNES 


e Friday: CH - GENEVA / FR - MONTREUIL; ST DENIS (REUNION ISLAND); REALMONT; 
NANTES; CHARLEVILLE MEZIERES 


e Saturday: FR - PARIS (CENTRE) 

e Monday: FR - PONTOISE 

e Tuesday: FR - ST DENIS (REUNION ISLAND) 
e Wednesday: CA - MONTREAL 


